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not m some way or another connected with the Howard
family.1

The combination thus formed against Somerset was too
general to be explained by merely political considerations.
The Savoy Somerset, however, knew that the enemies of Spain
war.            formed its main strength. For some little time James

had been giving ear to those who urged him to oppose Spain
on the Continent. For three years the Duke of Savoy had
been engaged in a war in which he had stood up against the
whole force of the Spanish monarchy. In spite of frequent
defeats, Charles Emarmel was still unconquered. The English
and French Governments agreed in advising him to make
peace with his formidable enemy. When some of the French
nobles prepared to raise a force to support him in case of the
failure of the negotiations, the Regent took measures to prevent
a single man from leaving France for such a purpose. James,
on the other hand, sent the Duke i5,ooo/., a large sum for
him to provide out of his impoverished treasury.2

Somerset knew that he must put forth all his influence to
defeat the combination formed against him, and that in striking
for Spain he was in reality striking for himself. He was sus-
picious of Digby, whom he regarded as in compact with his
opponents, and whose despatches may very possibly have
contributed to make James look doubtfully on the prospects
of the projected marriage. Somerset, therefore, pressed James
to take the main course of the negotiation out of the hands of
the ambassador, and to place it in his own, and James weakly
conceded his request.

In consequence of this resolution, Sarmiento was, about the
middle of April, surprised by a visit from Sir Robert Cotton,
the antiquary. Cotton told him that he was sent by the King
and Somerset, who both wished to see the negotiation in other
hands than those of Digby. The ambassador, he said, was in
correspondence with Abbot and Pembroke ; and much mischief

1 It was on this occasion that the play of Ignoramus was acted, which
gave such offence to the lawyers. Chamberlain to Carleton, March 16,
Nichols, Progresses, iii. 48-

'*> Edmondes to Winwood, April 14, S. P. France.
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